Alumni events
Alumni Photo Contest winners
Judged by an alumni panel, the photo entry “Stars and Stripes” by Alina Turcu ’09 merited the first prize
of $200. The $100 second prize of this year’s annual photo contest went to Kyla Mandel ’09 for “Life on the
Lawn.” An honourable mention $20 iTunes gift card was presented to Li-Anne Sayegh’09 for “Candid Shot.”
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DIRECTOR GENERAL
SISTER BOISVERT ’S
LEGACY OF EDUCATION
“Stars and Stripes” by Alina Turcu ’09

“Life on the Lawn” by Kyla Mandel ’09

“Candid Shot” by Li-Anne Sayegh ’09

Mark your calendar
For details about these and other events, please visit www.marianopolis.edu
November 5: LuminoCity, Marianopolis College
July 18 to August 2: College closed
Centennial Gala
August 20: First day of classes
November 8: Open House
September 23: Marianopolis College Speaker
November
18: Marianopolis College Speaker
Series, Dr. Antonia Maioni (McGill University)
Series,
Professor
Suzanne Lalonde (Université de
September 25: Silver Key alumni reunion
Montréal)
October 28: Marianopolis College Speaker Series,
January 27: Marianopolis College Speaker Series,
Senator Roméo Dallaire (Concordia University)
Professor Jacques Nantel (HEC Montréal)

Blue Demons spring update
Student athletes and teams were honoured at the annual athletic
banquet on April 8. The women’s soccer team was named
academic team of the year and the men’s soccer team reached the
provincial level. The women’s rugby, men’s basketball and
women’s basketball teams all received the Éthique Sportive
banner.
MVPs: Sandra Pojtek and Oliver Russell (basketball); Zaynab
Wilson and Matthew Magyre (volleyball); Lara De Stefano, Maria
Belmonte and Anthony Lepore (soccer); Danielle Marcotte and
Conor O’Hara (rugby).
MIPs: Laurin Vroom, Dinesh Manoranjan (basketball); Ashley Ta,

Craig Frankel and Daniel Choi (volleyball);
Cassandra D’Ambrioso and Dominico Michetti
(soccer); Julie Bourdeau, Gabriella Rodriguez,
Richard Le and Steven Chung (rugby).
Fairplay award recipients: Candace Cerone and
Kevin Stern (basketball); Mathilde Gaudreau-Simard, Ylan Hoang
and David Dong Qi Zhang (volleyball); Lisa Ricci and Simon
Johnsson-Werner (soccer); Julia Halton, Noala Beattie-Dagenais
and Michael Bourdeau (rugby).
The College congratulates all its athletes for another
great season.

If the intended recipient of this magazine is no longer at this address, please contact alumni@marianopolis.edu or call (514) 931-8792 ext. 206.
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s I prepare to hand over the direction of the College to my
successor, Len Even, I realize what a blessing these last 28
years have been. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with our
wonderful students, who inspire me with their youthful
enthusiasm, their sense of justice, their respect for other cultures
and their concern for the environment and for those less
fortunate than themselves. So, too, it has been my privilege to
work with a great team.
I will miss collaborating with our faculty, staff and administrators, whose
defining characteristics are their professionalism and dedication to our
students. If we are enjoying our beautiful new home today, it is thanks to the
unwavering support of the Congregation of Notre Dame.
With the advent of new governance structures we have come to appreciate
and to rely on the contributions of our numerous volunteers, be they
parents, alumni, retirees or friends of the College. It is thanks to their
unprecedented support that our Board of Governors, Alumni Association
and The Marianopolis Millennium Foundation have been so active. The
pages of this issue of Alma Matters are a testament to their
accomplishments: you will see stories on the science fair that we founded
returning to Marianopolis, on my former classmate Françoise Beaubien
Vien’s inspirational gift to our students, on our upcoming Centennial
celebrations and more.
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Cover photo: Sister Françoise Boisvert, CND ’58, inside
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Introducing Len Even
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Alma Matters is created and published semi-annually for
the Marianopolis community. Alumni, faculty, staff,
parents and donors receive this magazine through a
complimentary subscription. To add or modify your
mailing information, please contact the Development
and Alumni Affairs Office, alumni@marianopolis.edu,
(514) 931-8792 ext. 206.

I thank each of you in the extended Marianopolis family for your support
during my tenure and I wish you all the best. ◊

A lasting legacy

06

Circulation: 18,000 copies

Victoria

In his book “Leadership Is,” Harrison Owen defines leadership as the
ability to inspire a group to believe in new ideas. He refers to the process as
the work of a gardener, not a mechanic. It is my hope and belief that the
garden which I have tended over the decades, with all of its colourful and
varied flowers, will continue to grow under the leadership of our new
Director General with nurturing from each of you.
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The Boisvert legacy
Lifelong dedication to education

T

he legacy that Director General Françoise Boisvert, CND ’58,
leaves as she retires from the helm of Marianopolis College on
June 30 is a testament to multicultural education in Quebec and in the
whole of Canada – and reflects a life dedicated to the tending to a
learning community’s ever-evolving needs.

Few contemporary Canadian women have devoted themselves to
education as Sister Boisvert has. Raised in the Eastern Townships of
Quebec, the first of four children of an A & P manager father and
homemaker mother, young Françoise attended Mont Notre Dame
High School in Sherbrooke. At 17 she felt a calling to dedicate herself
to religious life. After a mandatory wait to age 18, in 1955, she joined
the Congregation of Notre Dame (CND) at its Mother House on
Sherbrooke Street. “It was important to me that I join an order that was
dedicated to education,” she explained.
She earned an undergraduate degree from the University of
Montreal in 1965. She went on to receive a Bachelor of
Education from that university as well as a Master of
Educational Psychology from the University of Ottawa in
1977. For almost a quarter of a century, she worked at Villa
Maria High School in Montreal, initially as a teacher but
primarily as Principal of the English sector.
Her association with Marianopolis College is long,
formidable and lasting. She first came to the school as
a student in 1955 at the Peel Street campus. In 1981,
she became Registrar. She served as Academic Dean
from 1988 to 1996, when she became President of Marianopolis. With her promotion came the mandate to examine
the institution’s structures and prepare the way for a lay board, so that the Congregation’s mission to educate could
continue despite its diminishing numbers. She struck an ad hoc committee that examined changing the College’s
bylaws in order to create a new board of governors. After two years of work, a board was inaugurated and the title of
President was changed to Director General, more in keeping with terminology used in two-year collegial-level
institutions. The first Director General also established a foundation for the College, The Marianopolis Millennium
Foundation.
“Over the years, Sister Boisvert has drawn on her many skills to
help the College community prepare for changes to both its
governance and its administrative and academic structures,” said
Board of Governors Chair Mary Liistro Hebert.
Today, in no small part thanks to Sister Boisvert, Marianopolis is
widely recognized as one of the province’s top pre-university
colleges. It boasts a diverse student body comprised of 1,800
students from more than 165 public and private high schools,
English and French, from Quebec and abroad. During her tenure
as Director General, the College grew by about 300 students and
added new programs, including innovative double DECs. To
accommodate its burgeoning student body, in August 2007 the
College moved to 4873 Westmount Avenue in Westmount, a
Groundbreaking for the new gym on Westmount Avenue campus in November 2005.
tremendous endeavour which Sister Boisvert oversaw.
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With her guidance, Marianopolis launched Moving hearts and minds, its
first major capital campaign, a $10 million effort to pay for the
renovation of the new campus, to create an underground gymnasium
and to establish a permanent endowment fund as part of the
Millennium Foundation.
In spring of 2008, Marianopolis was designated a Cégep Vert du Québec,
making it the first Anglophone school among its peers to obtain the
environmental certification.
This year, Sister Boisvert also led a strategic planning effort that
produced a five-year plan for Marianopolis. The plan took a
comprehensive view of the institution and undertook to project its goals
for the next half decade. This crucial initiative began in autumn of
2008, when all members of the Marianopolis community, from
graduates to every employee, had the opportunity to give input on each
aspect of the College. In February, the Board ratified the plan, which
Director General Boisvert called “very much a consensus document.”
On April 21 and 22, more than two dozen College members worked on
Sr. Boisvert’s retirement party on June 8 celebrated 28 years at Marianopolis.
the implementation process. Further implementation-design work is
slated for August 22, after Len Even takes the reins from Sister Boisvert (please see “In selecting Len Even,” page 6).
Next fall, the College will wrap up a year-long celebration of its Centennial (please see pages 10 and 11).
“It is appropriate that Sister Boisvert’s final year as Director General has been one during which we are celebrating the
College’s past achievements and we also lay the foundation for success in our second century,” said Congregation Leader
Sister Josephine Badali. “Sister Boisvert has played a major role in leading us to this transition point. Both the
Congregation and the College are deeply grateful for her steady hand and clear vision throughout a period of challenge
and change.”

The College has continuously evolved since Sister Boisvert first
dedicated herself to Marianopolis almost three decades ago
With her support and vision, Marianopolis is well positioned in our global world and it
embodies education as Marguerite Bourgeoys envisioned it – inclusive, dynamic and
egalitarian. Those who have been fortunate enough to know Sister Boisvert over the
decades credit her with helping the College undertake necessary change. Said Chair
Hebert, “Thanks to her leadership, we now have in place new bylaws, a foundation
and a board of governors. Last but not least, we have a new campus. That move was a
monumental achievement in management acumen on her part.”
To her long work days and nights, Sister Boisvert added the responsibilities associated
with extensive community involvement. She served on the boards of directors of
Concordia University, Collège de Montréal and the Marguerite Bourgeoys Museum,
as well as the college and university division of Centraide of Greater Montreal. She is
a member of the Association of Canadian Community Colleges and the Association
des collèges privés du Québec. Through it all, Sister Boisvert has kept in the Director
General’s office a continuously articulated commitment to the role of the student as
being the nexus of academic life. Alumni frequently stop by Sister Boisvert’s open
door to reminisce about moments shared and lessons learned and to thank her for the
profound impact that Marianopolis had in their lives.
“I look forward to returning to campus and seeing familiar faces and new faces,” she
said. “I know that Marianopolis is in good hands, with a strong link to the years that
have preceded today and with time-tested, timeless values that will carry us to
tomorrow and beyond.” ◊
Françoise Boisvert, CND ‘58, or Sister St. Georges Maureen, circa 1955.
ALMA MATTERS | Summer 2009
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In selecting Len Even, Marianopolis reflects
its global outlook, changing status

Science Fair returns home

L

I

en Even called his becoming Marianopolis College’s
next Director General on July 1 “both a wonderful
homecoming and an immense honour.”
Born in Quebec City, Even (pronounced “Evan”), 47,
grew up in Snowdon and the Town of Mount Royal. After
receiving an MBA from McGill University in 1988, he
studied Management and Leadership in Education at
Harvard University. Under his aegis, the Leiden (the
Netherlands) campus of Webster University, the United
States’ largest graduate business school, went from a
crisis situation to a success. With him at the helm for 14
years, the university became a highly ranked institution
and its revenues tripled.
Even speaks Dutch, English, French, Hebrew and
Romanian. He and his wife Bianca, an elementary school

teacher, have four children.
He will be the first leader
of Marianopolis who is not
a member of the
Congregation of Notre
Dame (CND).
“Len’s record as an
education leader makes
him the ideal person to
move Marianopolis
forward,” said Board of
Governors Chair Mary
Liistro Hebert. “Selecting Len is a historic juncture for
the College and it shows the CND’s broadminded
vision.” ◊

It’s easy being green

I

n the year since it became the province’s first Anglophone
school to obtain the environmental certification Cégep Vert
du Québec, Marianopolis College has been getting even
greener. The College has been awarded a “level 2”
certification, for which it organized five lectures and four
ecological activities, touching on such topics as wind energy,
green roofs and fair trade coffee. Environmental intern Mark
Prendergast conducted a 10-week assessment of the College,
checking the campus literally from top to bottom to
determine how far it has come and where it needs to go
toward becoming even more ecologically friendly. “My
Test time! From left, Financial Aid Officer Lina Rubertucci, Philosophy Prof. Veronica Ponce and
motivation has never been to just get a certification,” said
Biology Prof. Michèle Saumier give a test – the organic carrot test – during the College’s
Student Services Director Louise McLellan, who heads the
weeklong Earth Day celebration.
Greening Marianopolis Committee. “I want to be able to see a change at the College and to be able to point out to
people the changes that we have made.” Those tangible changes include campus events going green (for instance, the
College rented coolers to provide water for the 4,000 some visitors to this year’s Open House, avoiding using thousands
of plastic bottles). “The cafeteria now composts food scraps and uses re-usable plates,” McLellan said. “It’s small things
like that, which really aren’t small at all.” ◊

College hosts largest science fair of its kind
n what was a homecoming, Marianopolis College
hosted the 27th edition of the Bell Montreal Regional
Science & Technology Fair (BMRSTF) March 22-24.

and private, who presented 200 projects. The budding
scientists interacted with university professors, scientists
from top research institutions, teachers and the public.

“The all-volunteer organizing committee spent literally
hundreds upon hundreds of hours planning and it all
culminated into a dynamic fair,” said BMRSTF 2009
coordinator and Marianopolis Physics Professor Rocco
Iafigliola. “Our school was buzzing with enthusiasm and
the kids, more than 300 of them, seemed to be having a
grand time.”
Professor Iafigliola was one of four physics teachers who
started the fair in 1981, to provide a means for
Marianopolis students to display their projects. Nearly
three decades later, Professor Iafigliola is still teaching
his beloved subject, physics, and the fair has grown from
its humble beginnings of showcasing a handful of
projects to the largest and most prestigious regional
event of its kind, under the umbrella group of the
Educational Alliance for Science and Technology.
This March, the keynote speaker was Order of Canada
Member Lorne M. Trottier, who, like the hundreds of fair
participants, became fascinated with science and
innovation at a young age. He studied Electrical
Engineering at McGill University, where, thanks to his
generosity, the Lorne M. Trottier Building now houses
the Electrical and Computer Engineering and Computer
Science departments. His love of science also compelled
him to create the annual Lorne Trottier Public Science
Symposium, a public forum on science-related issues
confronting society.
More than 5,000 visitors came to 4873 Westmount
Avenue during the three days of the fair, including 300plus students from 42 high schools and CEGEPs, public

First-year students Serena Mengxuan Xiao and Naga Divya Dokku’s prize-winning project focussed on
a method of extracting bio-ethanol from newspaper through the conversion of biomass into cellulose.

They competed for prizes, scholarships and awards.
Twelve Marianopolis students garnered a host of prizes
and honours: Denis Dao, Naga Divya Dokku, De Long
Fu, Xiao He, Lanny Mo Yu Li, Weixi Li, Xing Jian Liu,
Taraneh Taghavi, Serena M. Xiao, Sophia Biyao Xiao, Da
Kun Zhang and Shu Wei Zhang.
“I’m immensely grateful to the parents, teachers and
chaperones, as well as the 230 judges – all volunteers –
whose dedication made the fair a reality and a success,”
said Professor Iafigliola.
Biology Professor Celestino Di Flumeri, who served as
chief judge, said, “At the end of the day, it’s all about the
science and the students. This is a tremendous
opportunity for them as well as a great memory, no
matter where their love of science takes them.” ◊

Marianopolis is a mouse click away
• www.marianopolis.edu/sciencecamp – Marianopolis is opening its lab doors and green spaces to scienceminded campers ages 11 to 15 for its first-ever summer science camp. Discounts offered to children of alumni.
• www.marianopolis.edu/sciencefairphotos – A photo gallery featuring the hundreds of students from
throughout Montreal during the 27th edition of the Bell Montreal Regional Science & Technology Fair, which
Marianopolis hosted March 22-24.
• www.marianopolis.edu/centennialgala – The LuminoCity gala will celebrate 100 years of building bright
futures, November 5. Join the Marianopolis community for an unforgettable evening.
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L-R: EAST organizers Wilson Wong ’91 and Agostino Porchetta; MELS Deputy Minister Leo La France; Louise Rousselle Françoise Boisvert, CND ’58, Lorne M. Trottier, and Wilson Wong ’91
Trottier; Lorne M. Trottier; science fair coordinator Physics Prof. Rocco Iafigliola; Academic Dean Susan Cleevely, CND;
Chief Judge Biology Prof. Celestino Di Flumeri; Françoise Boisvert, CND ‘58; and Science Dept. Chair Stewart Daly.
ALMA MATTERS | Summer 2009
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Cool, fun experiments
College launches summer science camp

S

unscreen? Check. Sunhat?
Check. Beaker? Check.

any and all notions that science is
anything but fun.”

With its tradition of excellence in
science, this summer
Marianopolis College is opening
its doors to a younger generation.
The College is pleased to
introduce Marianopolis Science
Camp, a summer day camp for
girls and boys ages 11 to 15.

Marianopolis Science Camp’s
programs are designed in
collaboration with McGill
University’s Let’s Talk Science
program and WOW Lab, as well as
Les amis de la montagne, and in
partnership with the Educational
Alliance for Science and
Technology.

Inside
Marianopolis’ new
science and computer
labs, campers will engage
in challenging, age-appropriate
experiments in robotics, physics
and chemistry. They will use the
College’s green spaces for sports
and recreation.
“No other camp is like this one,”
said Camp Director Nigel Penney.
“We are going to make science
cool and we are going to combat
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The camp’s themes are
“Intelligent Machines”
(robotics and
computers), “What’s
the Matter?”
(chemistry) and “The
Physical Universe”
(physics). They are
complemented by talks from the
world’s leading scientists in their
field as well as trips to such
science hubs as the Cosmodôme,
the Astonvale Net Zero House in
Hudson and McGill’s Redpath
Museum.
The camp runs July 6 to 24. It
promises a superior instructor-tocamper ratio, hands-on
experiments and, above all, fun. A
special discount applies to
children of alumni. ◊

Faculty news
Vivian Gottheim has completed a
showing at the Glendon Gallery in
Toronto. Her “Soft Shapes” series,
a collection of large format digital
images of her graphite pencil
drawings, grew out of a desire to
catalogue the shapes that
symbolize human
existence. Her
initial idea was to
create a visual
dictionary of the
forms representing
humankind, a sort
of Noah’s ark of
human shapes. She
amassed over 1,000
shapes which she
drew with the help of a computer
program, then drew in pencil the
24 which were evocative of the
contour and essence of human
forms. She then digitally enlarged
five of them to 7.5 times their
original size. She has sold two
pieces already and continues to
work on a project “Hyperwords”
for which she received a grant from
the Conseil des arts et lettres du
Québec, plus she plans a cycling
trip this summer.
www.tinyurl.com/vivian-gottheim

Marianopolis students excel

M

arianopolis students have been busy besting
opponents in a plethora of competitions.
Science students Nikita Lvov, Tuo Hou and Ran Li,
placed first, second and third, respectively, among
Quebec students in the 60th annual American
Mathematics Competition, in which more than
117,000 students from 4,129 schools in Canada and
the United States competed. The Marianopolis trio
was one of 33 teams from the province and was the
winning team in Quebec.

Hadjinicolaou and Ketaki Rawal, who helps raise
money for the blind in India, were among 20 students
from throughout Canada whose community
leadership was recognized. The scholarship covers up
to $70,000 in post-secondary tuition and living
expenses, plus it offers summer employment for
four years. ◊

A few weeks later, second-year students Michael
Stepner and Caroline Wagner were named
quarterfinalists in the 2009 U.S. Universities
National Debating Championships. They were among
126 pairs of debaters from colleges and universities
throughout the world who faced off for three days at
the University of Vermont. The Marianopolis
students delivered speeches on issues such as Afghan
elections, financial stimulus packages, international
development aid and an international ban on
imported seal products.
The week before they were to decide which pre-med
program they will attend in the fall, two Health
Science majors were awarded the national TD
Canada Trust Scholarship for Community Leadership
– making the College the first school in Quebec to
have two of its students honoured with the distinction
in the same year. Student Congress President Aris

Marianopolis made it to the semi-final (first-year) and bronze medal (second-year) levels of le
Tournoi jeunes démocrates April 19 in Quebec City. “It is definitely our best result in four years
of participation,” said History Professor Kareen Latour. From left, Fang-Ying Chu, Jiajia Liu,
Terresa Feng and Didier Serre.

In May, in London, England, Lia D’Abate ’10, left, competed in the International Public
Speaking Competition. She and Julia Deutsch ’10, right, placed second and third, respectively, in
the English Speaking Union of Canada’s annual HSBC National Public Speaking Competition.

The MYLO/DECA team scored big at the DECA provincial competition in Toronto. “There were
approximately 5,000 students competing and eight of our students finished in at least the
top 20,” said Faculty Advisor and Marketing Professor Peter Elenakis.

ProfessorZsolt Alapi’s writing
will be featured in translation in a
Parisian anthology of underground
literature (13ieme Editions) due
out in 2010. His micropress, Siren
Song Publishing, is also launching
a new magazine this fall, The Loose
Canon, co-edited by Zsolt and his
son Zachary ’06. “It will feature
literature that flies under the
radar,” says the prolific English
professor. Siren Song will also issue
its third book in September, a
collection of stories by Bill Brown.
www.sirensongpublishing.com ◊
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November 5, 2009 | Thérèse Casgrain Hall, Villa Maria

On Thursday, November 5, 2009
at Thérèse Casgrain Hall, Villa Maria.
Cocktails at six o’clock followed by a six-course gourmet dinner,
raffle and door prizes, entertainment and dancing.
Valet parking, semi-formal attire.
In celebration of its 100-year tradition of building bright futures for young Montrealers, this unique event will pay
tribute to the College’s brilliant legacy of learning, while shining a spotlight on the role of education as a beacon of
hope and opportunity for the future. This will be an extraordinary soirée at the recently built and magnificently
appointed Thérèse-Casgrain Hall at Villa Maria, next door to Marianopolis. The LuminoCity organizing committee
welcomes volunteers and seeks cash sponsorships, free products and services, prize donations and ads in the souvenir
menu. All proceeds benefit The Marianopolis Millennium Foundation, a registered charity dedicated to supporting
Marianopolis College through student scholarships and bursaries, facilities enhancement and program development.

Gala Ticket Purchase Form
NAME
COMPANY
ADDRESS
CITY

PROVINCE

TELEPHONE

FAX

POSTAL CODE
EMAIL

Please visit marianopolis.edu/centennialgala to learn more and to order your tickets today. ◊

BENEFACTOR

$350 # tickets

$

$250 # tickets

$

$75 # tickets

$

TOTAL

$

VIP cocktail with guests of honour, 6-course dinner, entertainment, dancing
Full table (10 guests) - $3,500
Table name to be listed in program
Vegetarian meal

PATRON
Cocktail, 6-course dinner, entertainment, dancing
Full table (10 guests) - $2,500
Vegetarian meal

AFTER DINNER
Dessert table, dancing

VISA

MASTERCARD

CHEQUE: MARIANOPOLIS MILLENNIUM FOUNDATION

CARD #
NAME

EXP.
SIGNATURE

Payment required in advance. Tax receipt will be issued for charitable portion of ticket. Charitable Registration # 87690-3923-RR0001.

Please detach and return form with list of guest names (see verso) and payment to:

4873 WESTMOUNT AVENUE, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Y 1X9 ATT: GALA BOX OFFICE
Tel: 514.931.8792 ext.206 | Fax: 514.937.2943 | gala@marianopolis.edu | www.marianopolis.edu/centennialgala
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Please list guests at your table:

1.
6.

2.
7.

3.
8.

4.
9.

5.
10.

Complete this form and send your gift to The Marianopolis
Millennium Foundation in the envelope provided, or donate online
at www.marianopolis.edu/donate. Our future depends on you.

The past 100 years have been filled with challenges, discoveries
and several changes of location. With each new campus and
with each new chapter in its history, the College has stayed true
to what makes the Marianopolis experience memorable and
meaningful: our people. There is an elusive quality that defines
all Marianopolites; from the genuine care that our faculty have
for our scholars, to our students’ enthusiasm in reaching for
their very best as pupils and citizens, there is an inimitable spirit
that transcends generations and surroundings.

$150

SIGNATURE

CARD NUMBER

$500

OTHER

*I request that the donation principal be held for a period of no less than 10 years.

in honour of

in memory of

My gift is

Charitable Registration #
87690-3923-RR0001

EXPIRY DATE

made payable to Marianopolis Millenium Foundation

Area of greatest need
Françoise Boisvert, CND Dedication Fund
Scholarships and Student Financial Aid
Technology for Laboratories and Teaching
Library
Endowment*: signature

Please direct my gift to

MasterCard

Visa

Please charge my

$250

A prominent and unique history of education

Enclosed is a cheque for $

$100

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of

Founded in 1908 by the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame, Quebec’s first bilingual women’s
College made it possible for women to earn a university diploma. Once known as l’École
d’enseignement supérieur, Notre Dame Ladies’ College, and Marguerite Bourgeoys College, this
unique and innovative institution has constantly evolved to meet the ever-changing needs of its more
than 20,000 students over the past century. What began as an avant-garde university for young women,
granting Bachelor’s degrees in Arts and Science, has grown into a culturally diverse and thriving college
providing CEGEP-level education in a broad spectrum of disciplines to 1,800 students each year from
over 150 public and private high schools across the province and abroad. Marianopolis is recognized as
one of the top pre-university colleges in Quebec whose alumni go on to pursue careers and vocations in
every sector and help to enrich our society’s intellectual, cultural and economic life.

Education is what survives
after what has been learned
has been forgotten. – B.F. Skinner

Marianopolis College:

Does your company offer a matching gift program?

Please indicate the name of your employer below and we will check whether it has such a program.

Employer:

More ways to give

Please contact me with information about

donating publicly traded securities

including Marianopolis in my estate plans

creating an endowment in my family’s name

Permission

Marianopolis welcomes the opportunity to thank donors
by printing their names in public displays and college publications

I permit Marianopolis to include my name in such lists

I do not permit Marianopolis to include my name in such lists.

Foundation
LuminoCity
Guests of Honour

LuminoCity
Honorary Committee

Jacques Chagnon
Member for Westmount - Saint-Louis
and Second Vice President of the National
Assembly of Quebec

Alan DeSousa
Mayor of Saint-Laurent and member of
the City of Montreal Executive Committee

Marc Garneau
Member of Parliament of Canada for
Westmount _ Ville-Marie

Ève Beauchamp Gillett

Susan Barwick Stefanison ’76

Director, Fondation Centre FrançoisMichelle

Barwick Family Foundation

Frédéric P. Beauchemin

President, Fondation Pathonic
and parent of Patrick ’85

Managing Director and Head of Montreal
Derivative Products Group,
Scotia Capital

Dominique-Ann Coffin ’87
President, LCC Wines

Aaron Fish

Paul Gérin-Lajoie, CC, GOQ, QC
First Former Minister of Education and
President of Fondation Paul Gérin-Lajoie

Nathalie Gervais
Director of Admissions, Selwyn House

Helen Law

Mayor of the Ville-Marie Borough, City of
Montreal

Partner, Law & Wong, CA
and Parent of Tabia ’09

Karin Marks

Claude Loranger Casgrain
Riccardo Magini

Donat J. Taddeo

Senior Vice President of Personal
Banking, Laurentian Bank of Canada

Normande Mailloux Casgrain

Stay in touch
4873 Westmount Ave.
Westmount, QC H3Y 1X9
514-931-8792
514-937-2943
www.marianopolis.edu/donate

If you have news you’d like to share with your fellow Marianopolis graduates
(marriages, births, career advancement, etc.) please feel free to drop us a note in
the enclosed envelope and we’ll include it in the next issue of Alma Matters.

Name:

Address:

City, Province:

Postal code:

Telephone:

Email:

Marissa Nuss

Vice -Rector of Development and Alumni
Relations, Université de Montréal
and parent of Francesca ’07

President, Nuss & Associates
and parent of Jonathan ’01

Marcel Tremblay

Jennifer Roman Brière

Councillor for the Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
District, City of Montreal

Mark Culver ’77
Vice President of Business Development,
Formula Growth

Peggy Curran ’75

Benoit Labonté

Mayor of Hampstead
and parent of Tara ’97 and Craig ‘03

Roger J. Beauchemin ’83
President and CEO, McLean Budden

Columnist, The Gazette

Monique Lafontaine Vézina ’55

Dr. William Steinberg

Françoise Beaubien Vien ’58

Parent of Ariela ’02 and Chiara ’03

The Hon. Marlene Jennings, PC
Member of Parliament of Canada for
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce - Lachine

Mayor of Westmount

Centennial
Honorary Committee

Brand Architect

Jonathan Goodman ’86
President and CEO, Paladin Labs Inc.

Richard J. Renaud
Chairman and CEO, TNG Corporation

Patricia Roman
Retired faculty and Marianopolis College
Board of Governors member
and parent of Paul ’86

Calin Rovinescu
President and CEO, Air Canada
and parent of Lee ’06

Lloyd Segal ’83
Chief Executive Officer, Thallion
Pharmaceuticals

Dr. Lucy Stojak ’75
Program Manager, HEC Montréal
and faculty member, International Space
University

Kathleen Weil

Daniel Thompson ’80

Member for Notre-Dame-de-Grâce at the
National Assembly of Quebec
and Minister of Justice of Quebec
and parent of Juliane ‘04, Katrina ‘06 and
Daniel ‘08

President, MacDougall, MacDougall &
MacTier

Dr. Judith Woodsworth

David Velan ’98
President, Prodigy Energy Recovery
Systems

President and Vice Chancellor, Concordia
University

Organizing
Committee
Volunteer Members:
Nancy Apikian ’92
Patricia Arbeláez
Firouzeh Aziz
Bunny Berke

Jill de Villafranca
Elyse Desforges
Nancy Diane Doray ’61
Susan Emblem ’86
Bridget Fetterly ’86
Amelia Gaglietta ’85
Barbara Handfield ’59
Manon Malo ’82

Véronique Monet ’84
Amin Noorani ’85
Joanne Rossy ’86
Carol Rossy Malouf ’79
Katy Shaybani
Caroline Smart Emblem ’57
Cecelia Szabo ’03
Valerie Tannage ’80

Chair: Robert J. Vézina
Marianopolis College
Development and Alumni
Affairs:
Barth Gillan
Elisabeth Livingston
Anneliese Papaurelis ’88
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Foundation

Foundation
Speaker Series to stimulate thought

I

n a series of evenings highlighting the College’s 100 years of educating young people, Marianopolis will host
a Centennial edition of its Speaker Series in partnership with Concordia University, HEC Montréal, McGill
University and the Université de Montréal. Free and open to all, the series will showcase renowned experts
who will share their diverse knowledge of world issues and provoke thought and discussion.
Dates and times are subject to change. www.marianopolis.edu/speakerseries ◊

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

September 23

October 28

November 18

January 27

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m. refreshments

6:30 p.m. refreshments

6:30 p.m. refreshments

6:30 p.m. refreshments

Sound investing preserves Foundation
T

he Directors of The Marianopolis Millennium Foundation would like all their donors to know that their

investment in the future of the College is diligently safeguarded during this recession. Thanks to careful
and conservative fund management throughout 2008 and the first quarter of 2009, all non-operating capital of
the Foundation has been invested in secure premium Canadian money-market funds. This has meant
preservation of 100 percent of your donation value, which goes directly to supporting Marianopolis and its
students. Moving forward into 2009, the loyal support of donors will help soften the financial burden felt by our
financial aid recipients, and represent an investment in the growth of Marianopolis that will continue to pay
dividends into the College’s next century. ◊

New Foundation members welcomed

T

he Board of Directors of The Marianopolis
Millennium Foundation is a volunteer board
that meets quarterly to discuss and report on
fundraising initiatives, grant funds to support various
areas of the College and manage donations and
investment capital. This past November, four new
volunteers joined this vibrant and proactive group.

Liliane Comeau ’69, retired faculty member, parent of
Caroline ’98

Dr. Antonia Maioni,

Senator

Director of the McGill
Institute for the Study
of Canada

Roméo Dallaire,

“Health Care in Canada:
Where from Here?”

“Revitalizing Canada’s
World Role and Renewing
Youth Activism”

Presented in collaboration with

Presented in collaboration with

Senior Fellow
Montreal Institute for
Genocide and Human
Rights Studies at
Concordia University

Suzanne Lalonde,

Jacques Nantel,

Professor, Université de
Montréal

General Secretary and
Professor of Marketing,
HEC Montréal

“On Thin Ice: Canadian
Sovereignty in the
Changing Arctic”

“Is Marketing
Going Astray?”

Presented in collaboration with

Presented in collaboration with

Liliane Hauschild Comeau ’69 holds a Bachelor
from Marianopolis College and a Master from
McGill University. From 1973 until her retirement
in 2008, she taught German, French language and
literature and the Humanities at the College. From
1980 to 1986 she was chair of the Modern
Languages Department. Throughout the years she
served on every standing committee at the College.
She is enjoying the first few months of her
retirement with her new grandson (son of Caroline
Comeau ’98) and remains committed to
Marianopolis and its continued mission of
excellence.

Jennifer Marsan ’03, Co-President of the Marianopolis
College Alumni Association
Jennifer Marsan has been involved in the
Marianopolis College Alumni Association since
2004 and has served as its co-president for the past
two years. She holds a Bachelor in Actuarial
Mathematics with a Minor in Business from
Concordia University, and is working toward her
actuarial title. An actuarial analyst at Optimum
Reinsurance Company, she is an active member of
dragon boat and ultimate frisbee sports teams.
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Véronique Monet ’84
Véronique Monet has served on the Moving hearts and
minds Capital Campaign Cabinet. Her involvement at
Marianopolis is the continuation of a long relationship
with the Congregation of Notre Dame, the College and
the building. Véronique attended kindergarten at 4873
Westmount Avenue when the building housed
L’Institut Pédagogique. She completed her primary
and secondary studies at Villa Maria (French sector),
where she was part of the last class to attend
elementary school at that institution. She obtained a
Bachelor in Sociology (honours) from McGill
University, before completing the Canadian Securities
Course and earning her financial planning designation.
A private banker at the Royal Bank of Canada’s Wealth
Management Division, she and her husband Capt.
Bruce Campbell ’84 are devoted to a number of causes
involving wildlife and environmental preservation.

Amin Noorani ’85
Amin Noorani participated in this fall’s strategic
planning workshops and joined The Marianopolis
Millennium Foundation Board shortly thereafter. He
earned his Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting/MIS
and a Graduate Diploma in Public Accountancy from
McGill University and received his CA designation in
1993. A member of the Canadian Institute of
Chartered Accountants and the Order of Chartered
Accountants of Quebec, he has worked with some of
North America’s most well-respected companies. He is
an executive recruiter, primarily for the Aga Khan
Development Network. A member of the University
Club of Montreal, Amin also volunteers at Lower
Canada College, where he is a member of the alumni
executive and of the corporation. ◊
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Learning Resources Centre
Promoting student success
F
rom its humble beginnings as a pilot
project funded by the Ministère de
l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport in the winter
of 2000, the Peer Tutoring project has served as
a starting point for the wide array of services
available today in the Learning Resources
Centre. Originally housed in two small rooms in
the Côte-des-Neiges campus library and geared
toward science students, with the move to 4873
Westmount Avenue, the Learning Resources
Centre is now a multi-faceted service dedicated
to helping over one third of the student body
each year free of charge. It occupies several
offices, a meeting room, a multimedia-ready
workshop facility and provides a variety of
services to promote student success.

Just two years ago, the Learning Resources
Centre was supported by a few part-time
employees. Now a team of five full-time and two
part-time staff members, as well as three faculty
members in their capacity as Discipline
Coordinators, assist and mentor Marianopolis
students. Areas covered include peer and
alumni tutoring in eight disciplines, English and
French writing skills, learning strategies and
English literacy workshops. At any given time
there are between 80 and 100 peer and alumni
tutors working at the Centre. A multitude of
resources is on hand, including course-specific
material, handouts, reference books and
technological aids, as well as laptop and printing
services. Teachers from various departments act
as advisors and help identify students who might

benefit from the Centre’s services. They also refer tutors to the service and
help develop strategies to best suit the needs of the students.

The offices of Associate Academic Dean Claude Bélanger and Academic
Advisors Patti McDonald and Diane Quart are conveniently located nearby.
They work with students individually to ensure that every appropriate
resource is used to help give each student the best chance for success.
Students may access the Learning Resources Centre through a variety of
avenues: direct referral through a teacher or an academic advisor;
automatic referral when grades in a particular subject fall below a
prescribed level; or self-referral through an online application. With more
than 30 percent of the student body arriving at Marianopolis from schools
where English is not the language of instruction, helping students improve
their proficiency in English is a top priority. The range of assistance to
students continues to increase with the recent addition of literacy
professionals who organize workshops, provide individual and group
assistance, consult with teachers and provide hands-on assistance in
designated English courses.
Students get the help they need even before starting classes at the College.
The Centre offers an intensive Preparation for English College Studies
(PECS) course in late June to early July designed to help non-native English
speakers prepare for their first year of CEGEP. A half-time Learning
Specialist helps the increasing number of students with special needs.
“Each year demand grows exponentially, with services to our special-needs
students representing the biggest growth area, bar none,” said Associate
Academic Dean Bélanger.
The Learning Resource Centre fulfills its mandate of serving those
students most in need of assistance. To broaden its reach, new workshops in
English literacy as well as drop-in hours are open to all students regardless
of academic standing and are well-attended. To promote student success,
the Learning Resources Centre continues to evolve to offer a multi-faceted
approach to helping students overcome learning challenges and achieve
their academic goals. ◊

Learning Resources Centre
Alumna makes a special gift
by Christiana Vincelli-Gregory ’09

A

lthough it has been more than half a century since
Françoise Beaubien Vien ’58 completed her studies at
Marianopolis College, she feels strongly about giving
students a chance to succeed.

Paul Vien set up an endowment fund at the College
providing a $2,500 tuition credit each year for students
needing financial aid. “I wanted students to have the same
opportunity I did.”

Supporting causes in the field of mental health, Mrs.
Beaubien Vien devotes her time to various local
organizations and served on the board of Philanthropic
Foundations Canada. Despite her numerous commitments
and busy schedule, she has not forgotten Marianopolis and
what it gave her. “I’ve got fonder memories of Marianopolis
than I do of high school or (post-graduate studies at)
university … Marianopolis gave me confidence.”
Mrs. Beaubien Vien has experienced Marianopolis from
many vantage points: student, parent of Patrick Vien ’85
and now as honorary patron of the Moving hearts and minds
Capital Campaign. In choosing to have her contribution
recognized on a plaque just outside the door of the Learning
Resources Centre, she hopes to draw attention to this
invaluable support service at the College. Through the
family’s foundation, Fondation Pathonic, Mrs. Beaubien
Vien has donated the largest sum of money the College has
ever been given by an individual.
“Giving to Marianopolis is important to me, and the
Learning Resources Centre is important, because …
learning is a right,” she said. “It is not really an obligation to
learn, it is a right to learn no matter the difficulties.”
Although her donation to the capital campaign has had a
tremendous impact on the Marianopolis community, this is
not the first time that Mrs. Beaubien Vien has made a
difference in students’ lives. In 2000, she and her husband

Françoise Beaubien Vien ‘58 meets with graduating student Christiana Vincelli-Gregory,
daughter of alumna Dina Vincelli ‘79.

Her support continues to provide opportunities to students,
both through the Learning Resources Centre and the
Fondation Pathonic Bursaries awarded each year. When
asked about her future plans she said, smiling, “I hope my
grandchildren will come here.” ◊

Tell me and I forget.
Show me and I may remember.
Involve me and I understand.
– Chinese proverb

Tutors help students master course material

P

Patricia Arbeláez, Associate Academic Dean Claude Bélanger and Laura Paris
are on hand to help students.
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Staff work with students to improve language skills. (L-R) French monitor Nejla El Solh, English monitor Adrian
McKerracher, PECS Coordinator and Writing Professional Dr. Suzanne Daningburg and English monitor Amélie Jackson.

eer tutoring at Marianopolis has reciprocal
benefits that make lasting impressions on
both the tutor and tutee. The student receiving
assistance benefits from the experiences and
abilities of the tutor, who has already completed the
course material. The tutors, in turn, solidify their
knowledge of the subject matter and devise new
ways to present the material, based on the tutee’s
Ivan Padilla ’07
learning style. Students may receive tutoring in one
or two subjects on one day and then provide
tutoring in another subject the next, thus
benefiting from both roles. Learning takes place in
an informal atmosphere where students can feel
free to express their concerns and work to improve
their mastery of a particular subject. For more
information about peer tutoring, please contact
Laura Paris or Patricia Arbeláez in the Learning
Sofia Tran ’09
Resources Centre, F-317. ◊

Ivan is studying physics at McGill University. He began
tutoring physics at the Learning Resources Centre during
his second year as a Pure and Applied Science student at
Marianopolis. Every week, Ivan helps 12 Marianopolis
students understand physics concepts. In the process,
he adapts to the various ways that each student learns.
“Each person reasons differently and has his or her
approach to learning. My job is to figure out which part of
the puzzle is missing so that they understand the concept
in their own way.”
A second-year Health Science student, Sofia feels that it’s
in part thanks to the peer-tutoring in math and chemistry
that she received at the Learning Resources Centre that
she has been accepted to McGill University. This fall, she
will begin studying Anatomy and she plans to continue in
Pharmacology. Sofia says of tutoring her fellow
Marianopolis students in English: “It’s a great experience
and I hope to continue tutoring students in the future.”
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Alumni

Alumni

Alumnae reunite
at former campus

Groundhog Day lifts spirits, raises $4,500
A
lmost 200 alumni, faculty and friends gathered on campus
February 5 to chase away the winter blues at the
Groundhog Day Pizza Extravaganza. This year’s edition of the
Alumni Association’s annual Montreal reunion brought
together graduates of all ages with their favorite Marianopolis
teachers and staff for a casual evening of pizza and Bierbrier
Ale. They raised more than $4,500 which will go to graduation
prizes and on-campus initiatives benefiting students. The
College thanks all the prize sponsors and Charles Bierbrier ’95
for making this event such a success.

o

n Sunday, June 7, a special reunion took place at the former
campus at 3647 Peel Street. Honouring the classes of 1949
and 1959, the day began at 10 a.m. with a brunch at the Montreal
Delta Hotel followed by afternoon tea at 3647 Peel Street. An
online gallery is available to view and download photographs.
www.pandorasimages.com/peelreunion ◊
Thank you to the hostesses
and organizers:
Louise Baillargeon ’59
Barbara Byrne Auclair ’50
Barbara Handfield Barbeau ’59
Ann Kelly Crane ’58
Muriel Kilgour ’49
Caroline Smart Emblem ’57

Silent Auction donations are being gathered for next year.
Please contact Anneliese Papaurelis ’88 in the Development &
Alumni Affairs Office to donate a prize,
a.papaurelis@marianopolis.edu. ◊

Showing our colors at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

A

good time was had by all when the
Marianopolis College Alumni
Association sponsored a float in the Montreal
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Volunteers were
treated to a special performance by The
Potholes featuring Jean-Michel Cohalan ’98,
Eric Biunno ’98, Josh Beitel ’98, Antoine
Gratton ’98 and Ed Hudson. Marianopolis
College thanks Maisliner, our transportation
partner in this annual event for the past
five years. ◊

Members of the Class of 1949 celebrated their
Diamond Jubilee. (L-R) Janine Cooke Aikins,
Helen Kalas Stefaniszyn, Cornelia Seng
Doherty, Jeanine Brossard Papineau and
Ellen Gollop Poulton.

ArtsFest concert
Gathering on the
stairs circa 1958.

Silver Key reunion takes
place September 25
Mika Putterman ’94, one of Canada’s brightest up-andcoming baroque flute players, was among five alumni
who performed at the ArtsFest concert April 24. She was
accompanied by 2007 Prix d’expression musicale winner
pianist Rosa Pyon ’07. Other alumni performers that
evening were piano accompanist Tom Baum ’06,
soprano Charlotte Corwin ’99 and cellist Kyle IrvingMoroz ’07.

A

ll former Silver
Key students
are invited to a
reunion on campus
on September 25 at 7
p.m. Dine with your favourite Student Services
staff and share your memories with the newly minted
2009-2010 Silver Keys. Please contact Anneliese
Papaurelis ’88, a.papaurelis@marianopolis.edu. ◊

Join the Marianopolis network
Thanks to the College’s growing alumni communities on Facebook and LinkedIn,
you are never far from Marianopolis. Join our groups and keep in touch with
graduates around the globe.
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Shelley Horn ‘02 and Brigitte Weil ‘03 swap stories with Professors Jean-Michel Cohalan ’98
and Seth Shugar at the February 5 Alumni Association’s Groundhog Day Pizza Extravaganza.

Keywords: Marianopolis College Alumni.

We will miss...
Mary Hall ’45, the much-loved Marianopolis
College librarian from 1945 until 1969, passed
away on December 31, 2008. Following her
graduation from Marianopolis, Mary completed
her Bachelor and Master of Library Science
degrees at McGill University. After nearly 25 years
as librarian, she left Marianopolis to teach library
science at McGill. Mary moved to Toronto in 1983.
She is fondly remembered by many alumnae who
affectionately referred to her as “the mistress of
the fortress of the mind.”
Mary Patricia McCaig Williams ’47 died on June 7, 2008. She
graduated from Marianopolis with a Bachelor of Arts in 1947 and Bachelor of
Education in 1949. She taught in Quebec and Ontario throughout her career
and settled in Brockville to raise her family and continue teaching. She was a
devoted pianist, organist, translator, tutor and poet. She enjoyed a
challenging cryptic crossword puzzle and always made time for a good game of
bridge. She is survived by her son Robert, sister Irene Theresa and brother
Hank Bernard.

Karine Wei ’91 graduated in Pure and Applied Science from
Marianopolis and earned her degree in Civil Engineering from
McGill University and an MBA from Concordia University’s John
Molson School of Business. In January 2008, she was diagnosed
with breast cancer. She died in November that same year at age
36. The daughter of Eric and Suzanne Wei and the sister of
Patricia, she leaves her devoted husband Andrea Demori and
their two daughters Talisa and Annelie.
Olivier Vourantonis ’01 graduated with a DEC in Science. At
age 16, Olivier was diagnosed with sarcoma, an extremely
aggressive type of cancer. With chemotherapy and a bone
marrow transplant, he was able to outlive his doctor’s
expectations by 14 years. Olivier died on December 8, 2008. He
is fondly remembered by all who knew him, especially his
parents, Lise Pinet (Graeme Robertson) and Terry Vourantonis,
and his sister Zoe Vourantonis. The student organizers of this
year’s Crystal Ball on May 29 donated proceeds to the fund
Olivier started at the Montreal General Hospital dedicated to
sarcoma cancer research. ◊
ALMA MATTERS | Summer 2009
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News & notables
Stefan Wisniowski ’78 has been
appointed Director, Strategic Planning for
the University of Sydney. He is
responsible for overseeing the strategic
planning process, preparing statutory
returns and
developing strategy
to build on the
university’s strong
position and drive its
further development.
After Marianopolis,
Stefan completed his
Bachelor of
Architecture at
McGill and an MBA at the University of
Western Ontario. A Fellow of the
Australian Institute of Company
Directors, he serves on the Academic
Advisory Board of the Australian Institute
of Management.
Farrell Miller ’79 has had an interesting
year fostering the growth of junior hockey
in Montreal. In 2008 he brought a junior
franchise to Montreal
and has watched the
Junior de Montréal
conclude their
freshman year with a
loyal crowd following.
In its attempt to
reach the Memorial
Cup, the club won its
first round playoff
before losing to Drummondville. Plan to
join them for some exciting hockey next
year. www.juniordemontreal.com
Carolyn Whitzman ’82 is a senior lecturer
in Urban Planning at the University of
Melbourne. The author of several
publications, she has an international
reputation for her work on the prevention
of violence. Dr. Whitzman was recently in
Montreal taking part in the seminar
Women’s Safety: a Shared Global
Concern. She serves on the board of
Women in Cities International and The
Planning Institute of Australia’s National
Education Committee, and is a member
of several other organizations.
whitzman@unimelb.edu.au

Timothy Wai ’84 will soon defend his
graduate thesis in the Department of
Human Genetics at McGill University.
He has interviewed for postdoctoral
fellowship positions in California,
Germany, Italy, Spain and Sweden and
would very much like to realize his dream
of becoming a university professor.
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Joseph John Varga ’84 is Professional and
Legal Advisor to The McGill Association
of University Teachers. He graduated
from McGill University in Industrial
Relations and Economics with great
distinction and was
also designated a
University and
Faculty Scholar. The
recipient of the 1987
James McGill Award,
he attended McGill’s
School of Law. He
and his wife Edith
Cecilia are proud
first-time parents of Joseph John Varga
Junior, born on October 11, 2008.
Congratulations!
Minna Re Shin ’87 is a renowned pianist
who recently performed at McGill
University’s Tanna
Schulich Recital Hall.
She holds a Doctorate
of Music in
performance
specializing in
twentieth-century
repertoire from
Université de
Montréal and a
Doctorate of Music Theory with emphasis
on nineteenth-century music from McGill
University. She is the winner of numerous
awards and prizes in national and
international competitions. Her
international profile continues to grow
and her performances have been
described as intense, inspiring and
powerful. She has performed in Canada,
the United States, Europe and Asia.
Following the success of her first CD
devoted to Haydn piano sonatas on the
Ombú productions label, she has
embarked on a multi-recording project
with Ombú. Minna’s fourth CD,
featuring a programme of Latin
American music is scheduled to be
released in 2011. www.minnareshin.com
Norimitsu Onishi ’88 is a Jakarta-based
foreign correspondent for The New York
Times. As a graduate of Princeton
University, he joined the Times 16 years
ago. He spent the last 10 years living
overseas and reporting on places such as
Africa, Japan and South Korea. Norimitsu
has fond memories of his Marianopolis
experience.

Dominique Bellon’89 holds a Doctorate of
Oboe Performance from Arizona State
University, a Master of Oboe from the

News & notables
Cincinnati Conservatory and a Bachelor
of Music in Honours Composition from
McGill University. Her doctoral research
studied the application of sport
psychology to music performance which
led her to give workshops and
presentations at McGill, L’ Atelier lyrique
de l’ Opéra de Montréal, University of
Ottawa and others. She has lectured on
the mental and physical preparation of
musicians at the Glenn Gould School of
the Royal Conservatory of Music.
Dominique has played with many
orchestras, including I Musici de
Montréal and the Orlando Philharmonic
Orchestra.

Benjamin Sternthal ’89 is the founder and
president of Kodem Developments Inc., a
real estate development and consulting
company in Montreal. Kodem’s expertise
in all aspects of development, design and
construction, locally and internationally,
and in all sectors, has allowed it to
complete over 50 projects valued at $1
billion since its inception in 1997.
Benjamin travels extensively throughout
the world, spending close to two months a
year in developing countries. He feels a
personal and a corporate responsibility to
help those less fortunate. Kodem
participates in development projects in
the third world and Benjamin supports
students and education in Ethiopia and
Mali. www.kodem.ca
Shams Talib ’89 is a Principal with Towers
Perrin, a global management consulting
firm. Shams transferred from their
Toronto office in 2004 and is now based in
Los Angeles where he manages large
corporate clients and is part of the office’s
leadership team, responsible for staff and
sales in Arizona, Hawaii and Southern
California. He graduated with a degree in
Actuarial Science and Statistics from the
University of Waterloo. He would love to
reconnect with his Marianopolis
classmates.
Andrew Princz ’90 is the Cultural
Navigator with ontheglobe.com and
begins a monthly
travel, talk and film
series on July 7 at
CinemaSpace in the
Segal Centre for
Performing Arts. This
series was partially
inspired by Andrew’s
presentation to
students last year at
Marianopolis College. It starts with a

journey to Peru’s Machu Picchu and tells
the story of the clash between Yale
University and the Peruvian government.
Subsequent presentations will include
adventures in Angola and Kazakhstan.
Andrew recently researched a radio
documentary on the early Maya
archaeological site of El Mirador in
Guatemala. He plans to backpack around
Cuba this summer updating Fodor’s Travel
Guide and documenting the island at a
pivotal moment in its history.

Eve Rochman ’90 recently raised close to
$2,000 for Thank Israeli Soldiers, an
Israel-based organization that sends care
packages to soldiers serving in the Israeli
Defense Forces. With the help of many
volunteers, Eve baked and sold 160 dozen
hamentaschen, triangular pastries, for
Purim, the proceeds of which she donated
to the organization. After Marianopolis,
Eve completed her Bachelor of
Commerce at McGill University. She is
married to Rick Boretsky and they have
four children. In addition to her volunteer
activities, she also runs her own catering
business called Nava Cuisine, specializing
in vegetarian fare.

Demetrios (Jim) Stamatopoulos ’90 is a
business valuation consultant at Fauteux
Bruno Bussière Leewarden Chartered
Accountants in Montreal. Jim obtained
his Bachelor of Commerce and Diploma
in Public Accounting from McGill
University and went on to receive his CA,
CFA and CBV titles. In 2004, Jim married
Evanthia Karassavidis, who has been a
senior consultant for a software company
for the past 12 years. Jim and Evanthia
have two children: George Demetrios and
Louis Logothetis.

Natalie Mullins ’92 made partner this
year at Gowling Lafleur Henderson, one
of Canada’s leading national law firms.
After completing her Bachelor at McGill,
she moved to Toronto to study law and
has remained there ever since. Natalie
practices commercial litigation and
appears regularly in court at all levels,
including the Ontario Court of Appeal.
She has also kept up with her passion for
fitness. She is a three-time Boston
Marathoner, an avid cyclist and
frequently competes in triathlon races.
Natalie is currently training for Ironman
Canada, which she hopes to complete
next year in Penticton, BC.

Neal Evan Caminsky ’94 developed an
online social community where teens can

share advice, suggestions, support and
information on a variety of topics ranging
from dating to substance abuse. Through
his integrated digital marketing company
Red Dream Studios
(www.reddreamstudios.com) and in
association with Agence Ometz
(www.ometz.ca), a social service agency in
Montreal where he volunteers, Neal
developed and recently launched
www.tassi.ca.

Philippe Lagassé ’97 is an assistant
professor of national defense policy at the
newly created Graduate School of Public
and International Affairs at the
University of Ottawa. He is also the
coordinator of the undergraduate Conflict
Studies and Human Rights program at
the university. After graduating from
Marianopolis’ Liberal Arts program, he
went on to earn a Bachelor of Philosophy
from McGill University, a Master of
Strategic Studies from the Royal Military
College of Canada and a Doctorate of
Political Science from Carleton
University. He is married to Marie-Ève
Desrosiers.

Jordanna Fraiberg ’91 has recently
launched In Your Room, her first novel for
young adults, with a second forthcoming
in 2010. A member of
the Canadian Junior
National Squash
team, she
represented Canada
at the World
Championships.
Jordanna briefly took
a few months to play
squash professionally.
She received her Bachelor of British
History and Literature from Harvard
University in 1994 and she attended the
University of Oxford on a
Commonwealth Scholarship where she
graduated with a Master of Philosophy in
English Studies. Her career has taken her
to New York, where she worked in
journalism, and to Los Angeles, where
she was a studio executive in film
production. She resides in Los Angeles as
a full-time author.
www.jordannafraiberg.com

Marie Lortie ’01 is pursuing her
Doctorate of Art History at the University
of Toronto. She obtained her Master of
Art History from Carleton University in
Ottawa last fall. Marie lives in Toronto
and looks forward to attending the next
alumni reunion in Toronto and

connecting with former classmates.

Anne Hospod ’03 is in the third year of a
four-year international medical program
at the Collegium Medicum of
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Prior
to moving to Europe she completed her
undergraduate degree at McGill
University with a major in physiology and
a minor in history. Anne has also realized
a lifelong goal of running a marathon.
She and her brother Phil Hospod ’01
joined Team Diabetes and they raised
over $10,000 for Diabetes research and
ran the NYC Marathon together. Those
interested in learning more about Team
Diabetes may contact Anne.
ahospod@hotmail.com

Karina Salerno ’04 graduated at the top
of her class in Chemical Engineering
from McGill University in May 2008. She
is working in Toronto as a cost engineer
for Imperial Oil Engineering Services of
Canada.

Mikhail Klassen ’05 is completing his
undergraduate degree in Applied Physics
and Applied Mathematics at Columbia
University. He will graduate in May and
return to Canada to marry Sheila Liu ’05
(Health Sciences) this summer. Sheila has
just begun her first year of medical school
at McMaster University. Mikhail is in the
process of applying to McMaster to
continue graduate studies. Mikhail and
Sheila plan to reside in Hamilton after
their wedding.

Zachary Alapi ’06 is pursuing a double
major in English Literature and Religious
Studies at McGill University. He is the
creator and an editor of The Veg Literary
Magazine, whose main objective is to
publish the poetry and prose of McGill
students. This bi-annual publication is
also dedicated to the promotion of the
New Literary Underground movement
and its community of writers with each
issue featuring an interview with a
prominent underground writer. Tony
O’Neill and Matt Firth have both been
featured – both authors have recently
read at Marianopolis. The magazine is
produced in collaboration with several
Marianopolis grads: Veronica Mineyko
’06, David Paluch ’06, Anthony Bossy
’07, Vikki Addona ’07 and Rachel
Zuroff ’08. ◊
To submit news or get in touch with someone
appearing in this issue, please contact
Anneliese Papaurelis ’88,
a.papaurelis@marianopolis.edu.
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